In response of the call for papers for this special section, we received 37 submissions, which were enhanced and expanded versions of the papers presented at the workshop. Through the same review process as the regular section, we selected 27 papers to form this Special Section.
Among the young speakers of the workshop papers, the workshop committee selected the following six as winners of the Young Excellent Author Award. Two of them are also included in this special section.
Takashi Kawamoto (Hitachi Ltd.), Seiichiro Moro (Univ. of Fukui), Shogo Muramatsu (Niigata Univ.), Kohji Takano (IBM Japan Ltd.), Shigeki Toriumi (Chuo Univ.), Takaya Yamamoto (The Univ. of Tokyo)
As guest editor, I greatly appreciate their effort of the editorial committee members of this special section. I would also like to thank the reviewers for their cooperation in spite of a limited time due to the tight schedule for special section. Finally I would like to express my deep thanks to all the authors who submitted papers to this special section.
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